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CH.APTER XI 

END OF THE NEVADA VOLUNTEERS 
The Nevada ,T olunteers based at Fort Churehill, offi-

ciaHy l1lustered out. of the 8ervic.e of the l Tnited Sta.tes on Decenlber 23, . 
1865,1 after ttVO and one-half vears of d u t v in Nevada and California. 

• .... L · 

Recruiting' for the N evacla Battalions had been halted in IVlay of 
that year and the recruits for COlllpany D', Infantry, ab80rbed 
by Conlpanies ..... :\. and C.2 'rhe four cOlnpanies of Nevada Cavalry at 
Forts Bridger and Douglas "vere kept in service until t hey ,vere finally 
relieved by the Eighteenth l. nited S t a tes Infantry and l11usteTecl out 
in July of 1866, at Fort Douglas ...... :\. l1l0nUlnent honoring the California 
and :t\Tevada \T olunteers stands today as an enduring tribute to their 
service, ,yhile the 1.tah Historieal Society is eurrent ly ( 19,61) attenlpt-
ing to identify the graves of those Iuel1 ,vho died there in their country's 
serVlee. 

FinanciaU v, t he 'Tolunteers had been a tretuendous liabih tv to v . • 

1\ evada both as a state and as a terri tory. John Cradle baugh infornled 
the Nevada Legislature of thi:s in his a.nnual r eport a.s Adjutant Gen-
eral of K evada in J annal'v, 1866. His aec.ounts to tha.t date sho,ved the " .. 
foUo1ving : 3 

R .. B . ,eerultlng' oun ____ ________________________________________________ _ 
Offi Pay ____ -__________ -____ --_ .. _____ -______ _____ ---------------- ---- -------
Enlisted Pay ____________________ __________________________________ ------____ _ 
1J ncertified R,eerui till g Bount ies _____________________________ _ 
L neertified Offieers r Pay __________ ____________________________________ _ 
1J ncertified Enlisted P ay ____________________________________________ _ 

$4,530.00 
100,9'79.19 
h;. r;; ? ,-{ ') 4' 9 uu,.;;.J "'-I ... 

420.00 
5,895.00 

rr 0 taL_ ________ _________________ ___ __________ ______ __ ________ __________ ________ ______ $ 9 7 ,33.2 .18 

In addition to this burden t.o the ne'\v General 
Cradlebaugh reIninded the TJeg'isla.t.ure t.hat tIlere \vere st ill eleven offi-
eel'S and three hundred a.nd nine enliste,d Inen .on active service. These 
men, kept in t.he aT1UY until July, eost the State of Nevada an addi-
tional $1,875 a Dlon th un t il dis char g·e. 4 It is an interesting historic.a.l 
note that t.he State of )J evada ,vas not reinlbursed this cost by the ... 
1 nited States until into the rr\ventieth Century . ... 

I t is also of interest that the K evada ,! 01 unt-eel's" so proudly .and 
loudly acclainlecl by the people of the state, -were. so quiekly forgotten 
\vit.h t.he end of the w·ar. The lordly and loud En.terl)')·ise did 
not even earry the story of the final lllustering- out of the last .of the 
;.J evada soldiers. 

rrhe State of Nevada is credited having enlisted one thousand 
and eighty 11len for the defense of the (nion. 5 Of these, only t.\VO were 
killed in a'ction, although )J evada \! olunteers, as units, fought in \vell 
over a dozen battles and skirnlishes. One died accidentally "while disease 
took a substantial toll. c.o111plete. "list of the rnelnbers of the Nevada 
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Battalions can be found in the report of the .A.djutant Gene.ral ·whieh 
,,'as published as a part of the .1\..ppendices of the J oll.r·n .. al for 
1865. 

1\ evada o,ved ulany of these lI1en both baek pay and promised 
Inade at the time of enlistulent. 1'he discharged soldiers, how'ever, found 
i t difficult, in many eases, to make the journey to Carson City froln the 
plaee of diseharge to cIainl their just due. Civil 'Var soldiers ,vere 
mustered out at the 1110st convenient spot, often a thousand miles froln 
the point they had originally enlisted. For this reason lllany men 
sold t.heir claims against the st.ate for a lllere pittance. G 

The Inell thell1sel yes casually drifted back in to civilian life and Ill0st 
of them disappeared fron1 reeord. A fe\v achieved lin1ited little spots 
in history. Captain Elias B. Zabriskie returned to the COIllStock and 
exehanged"Captain" for "La·wyer." The 'lle-rr·ito'ria.l of July 
26" 1866, lists hinl as the w·itness to the eause of death in a murder 
trial. 7 Ca pt.ain P ayne K eva.da C ayalry put to g'ood use the kno·w" ]edg'e 
of N orthern Nevada he had gleaned 'v hilp. c.hasing Zelatnvick and 
becanle a noted cattle rustler in t.he area. S Private R.yan returned to 
the South Pass to find the Carter Lode. 

J n the lllain they disappeared, s·wallo"wed up on the vast frontier 
that ,vas no"w c.ollling to life as Anlerica. tried to forget the bitter throes 
of civil strife. 

The 1\ evada \ ! 01 un teers have disappeared froln history, tooO, being' 
all1l0 t entirely omitted fron1 hi to·ries of their o,vn state. Their servic..es 
also are forgotten until SOlneone pauses to 'vond .r how' less than 
eleven hundred men patrolled and protected a.n area extending from 
the CTest of t he Sierra to the Great Plain and frOID Idaho to the l\lojave 
De ' .r l of California for over t,yO years, sonl . of the lnost fearsome and 
rugged terrain in the l j nited tates. 

In nUlnbers. the Nevada Battalions "\:vere but a decinlal in the toOtal 
.' .. 

strength of the lTnited Sta.te during the "\Var Bet,veen the States. In 
perfOrnlanc.e, they did a hard, grueling, a.nd forgotten task that had to 
be done. In histor y, they des( rve Inore of a place than has been 
thenl. 

TA.BLE VI. Nel'ada in the Ch'il \\'ar 

Sl-l:i ......... .... .... ... ........... ......... ... .... ............ ....... ...... _.... .. . .. .. ....... ... . 4 
gxpedi tions. ... .. .. ..... ..... ..... ... .. ... ...... .. .. .. .. ... ... ... .. ..... .. .. .... ...... .. .... ...... .... .. .. ... ..... 7 
Scouts ...... .. .. ... .. ... .. _ ...... .. .............. .. .. ....... _.. . .. ..... .. ... .. .. ...... .... ... .. .. ........ .... 1 
... ·\.ffairs... ..... .... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ... .. ..... ... .... ............ ........ ...... ... .. .. .. ..... ... 4 

r:rotaL ........ _ .... ..... .. ....................... ............ _ .. ... .. .... ... .. ..... .. .. .. ....... ..... ..... . *16 

PJi:R SON:r\ EL 
Troops furnished by the tate of Nf>vcHla .. ..... ...... _ ........ .......... 1,080 
Deaths-

I(illed ... ......... _. ... .... .. ....... ... ... .. ........ .... ... ....... .... .. .. ... .. ..... ... .. .... . .... 2 
Disease ....... .. ........ ............. .. .. .... ...... _ ... ....... .... .... .. _... ....... .. ...... .. .. .. ... ... . 29 
D1.'O\"\' lle·cl. .. ... . _ ........ ... . ....... .. . ... .. . . .. .... .. . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. ... .. . .. ....... . ... __ . . ..... .. ... 1 
Other ... .... .. ...... .. .. ..... .. ....... .. .... .. _ .... ...... _ .. ... _ .. .. . _.. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .... ... .. ... ....... .. .. 1 

Tota.l .... .. .... .. .... ... ... .. .... ....... .... .... ........ ... .. .. ....... .. ...... .... ... ..... _ .... _.... ... ........ 33 
*Dyer, op. ci,t., p. 582. 
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lFrederick H. Dyer, .A () ()rnp eud:i-UJ'fl. uf the ll' ar of the R ebelnon (J)es 
l\loines : Dy-er Publis11ing Co., 10(8), f}. 1300. 

2John Cradlebaugh, "Report of the Adjutant GeneTal of Xevada/ ' .Senate 
Journ.al, 1865, .second· (Carson Oit.y : Joseph C11urch, State Printer, 
1866), p. 8. 

a Ibi-d. 
40ffiC'ial R.ecun1.8, Series III, VoluBle I V, p. 1:!70. 
5Cradlebaugh, loco cU. 
!iTe'rritorfal E ·n.t erpr-is6, .July 26, 1866. 
TThOlllaS Wilson (Ad. Agency), PiOl.u:er N e'va da Volume II (Reno: Harold s 

Clu 1956) , p. 106. 


